






there are three chief points to consider: cheapness, suit-
ability of the land for the purpose, and accessibility to 
the people who will use it. 

“Of perhaps first importance in the plan-
ning of local parks is the problem of … ac-
cessibility to the people served. … [I]deally, 
there should be neighborhood recreation 
centers not more than a quarter or at most 
a half mile from every home in the city.”

The best method of procedure is as follows: first, decide 
upon the general locality within which the park is need-
ed and the functions which it is to serve; second, make 
a general examination of the values of property within 
the locality, consider roughly the cost of developing dif-
ferent kinds of land into the sort of park required, and 
select, tentatively, one or more sites which seem promis-
ing; third, obtain options on such of the land within the 
limits of the tentative site or sites as can be put under 
favorable option; then, fourth, ask publicly for the tender 
of any lands in the locality for parks, and hold public 
hearings thereon; finally, in the light of the information 
thus secured, select definitely the site and boundaries of 
the park and take the lands by condemnation proceed-
ings. It is far better to proceed in this way than to begin 
by buying or accepting certain pieces of land, no mat-
ter how favorable the terms may be, and subsequently 
acquiring adjacent pieces to rectify the boundaries or 

complete the requisite area. The very establishment of a 
park renders the adjacent land more valuable at once, and 
therefore, if the City buys park land piecemeal it has to 
pay in the latter purchases an increased price due solely 
to its having previously started to establish a park in the 
neighborhood. The condemnation process, preceded by 
obtaining options where possible, takes all the land at 
one and the same instant, and the cost is that of land in 
a parkless district. 

Delay is apt to add but little to the cost of acquiring 
parks in built-up regions where land and building values 
are reasonably stable, whereas it adds enormously to the 
cost in regions at the growing margin of the city. Here, 
where the greater city of the future is being made, is 
surely the opportunity to save the large cost of supplying 
a built-up district with neighborhood parks. 
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