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Field Notes
The National Association	 for Olmsted Parks (NAOP) advances Olmsted 
principles and the legacy of irreplaceable parks and landscapes that 
revitalize communities and enrich people’s lives.

Work to Preserve U.S. Capitol 
Grounds Continues 
As the new U.S. Capitol Visitor Center nears completion for the December 2 
opening, NAOP’s Olmsted Capitol City Committee continues its efforts to in-
crease public recognition and stewardship of the Olmsted-designed landscape 
surrounding the Capitol. 

Members of the Committee met with Stephen Ayers, acting Architect of the 
Capitol, and other AOC staff to learn about the AOC’s vision for the Capi-
tol Grounds and explore potential collaboration between NAOP and the AOC  
office, including: 
•	 Public outreach about Olmsted’s design and the site’s history and signifi-

cance through cooperative efforts on a Capitol Grounds website, brochures, 
tours and similar materials; 

•	 Review by NAOP of the U.S. Capitol Complex Master Plan to ensure 
public participation in the process;

•	 Research assistance with the development of a Cultural Landscape Report 
for the Grounds; and 

•	 Exploration of private funding opportunities to support restoration of the 
Grounds.

NAOP will continue meeting with AOC staff in its effort to build support for 
the rehabilitation and long-term preservation of this nationally significant site. 
In addition, NAOP has developed a communications package about the Capitol 
Grounds to share the story of the Olmsted design with the millions of visitors 
and public servants who visit and work there. The package, titled “A Design for 
Democracy”, includes the logo above and a brochure featuring an overview and 
history of Olmsted’s visionary plan. 

NAOP RECEIVES 2008 ASLA 
MEDAL OF EXCELLENCE 
The prestigious ASLA Medal of  
Excellence, one of the highest honors 
the American Society of Landscape 
Architects presents each year, was 
awarded to the National Association 
for Olmsted Parks. The medal honors 
notable and sustained contributions 
to the management and conservation 
of natural and public landscapes. It 
recognizes NAOP’s significant con-
tributions to landscape architecture 
policy, research, education, project 
planning and design throughout the 
United States. 

“For the better part of three decades, 
the National Association for Olmsted 
Parks has advanced the legacy of land-
scape architecture’s founding father 
through education, advocacy, public 
planning and research,” said Nancy 
Somerville, Executive Vice President 
and CEO of ASLA. “There is not a 
more deserving organization for the 
Medal of Excellence.” 

The award will be presented dur-
ing the ASLA annual meeting in 
Philadelphia on October 6. It is par-
ticularly relevant this year as we cel-
ebrate the 150th anniversary of the 
Greensward Plan, the Olmsted and 
Vaux design for Central Park—one 
of America’s most important works 
of civic art and our country’s first 
major urban public park.


