
 
 

Olmsted Biographies and Career Frederick Law Olmsted has been described as one 

of the most complex and influential figures to emerge from the 19th century. It’s no 

wonder that many authors have attempted to penetrate his life and enduring legacy. 

Over the last 150 years, Olmsted’s multi-faceted life has spawned numerous 

biographies and other publications which explore a wide array of topics.   

 

FLO—A Biography of Frederick Law Olmsted. Laura Wood Roper. Johns Hopkins 

University Press, Baltimore, 1973. 
 

Frederick Law Olmsted: Designing the American Landscape. Charles Beveridge and 

Paul Rocheleau.  Rizzoli International, New York, 1995. An updated edition of the 

Rizzoli classic was issued in 2021 to mark the Olmsted Bicentennial.  

Olmsted and Yosemite: Civil War, Yosemite and the National Park Idea. Rolf Diamant 

and Ethan Carr.  Library of American Landscape History, 2022. The 1865 Yosemite 

Report is reprinted here.  
 

The Power of Scenery: Frederick Law Olmsted and the Origin of National Parks. Dennis 

Drabelle, Bison Books, University of Nebraska-Lincoln, 2021.  
 

Architects of an American Landscape: Henry Hobson Richardson, Frederick Law 

Olmsted and the Reimagining of America’s Public and Private Spaces.  Hugh Howard.  

Atlantic Monthly Press, NY, 2022. 
 

This Land Was Saved for You and Me: How Gifford Pinchot, Frederick Law Olmsted 

and a Band of Foresters Rescued America’s Public Lands. Jeffrey H. Ryan. Stackpole 

Books, Lanham, MD, 2022.  
 

The Topography of Wellness: How Health and Disease Shaped the American Urban 

Landscape. Sara Jensen Carr. University of Virginia Press, Charlottesville, 2019.  
 

Experiencing Olmsted: The Enduring Legacy of Frederick Law Olmsted’s North 

American Landscapes. Charles A. Birnbaum, Arleyn A. Levee and Dena Tasse-Winter. 

The Cultural Landscape Foundation, Timber Press, 2022.  
 



Genius of Place, The Life of Frederick Law Olmsted. Justin Martin. Da Capo Press, 

Cambridge, 2011. 
 

A Clearing in the Distance: Frederick Law Olmsted and America in the Nineteenth 

Century. Witold Rybczynski. Scribner, New York, 1999. 
 

Frederick Law Olmsted: The Passion of a Public Artist.  Melvin Kalfus. New York 

University Press, NY, 1990.  

 
Park Maker: A Life of Frederick Law Olmsted. Elizabeth Stevenson. McMillan, NY, 

1977. 
 
Olmsted’s America: An “Unpractical” Man and his Vision of Civilization. Lee Hall. Little, 

Brown & Co., Boston, 1995. 
 
Frederick Law Olmsted and the American Environmental Tradition. Albert Fein. 

Braziller, NY, 1972. 
 

Frederick Law Olmsted, Landscape Architect, 1822–1903. Ed. Frederick Law Olmsted, 

Jr., and Theodora Kimball, New York, B Blom, 1970 (1922–28). 
 
Frederick Law Olmsted Partner with Nature. Johanna Johnston. Dodd, Mead & 

Company, New York, 1975. 
 
Frederick Law Olmsted, Sr.: Founder of Landscape Architecture in America. Julius Gy. 

Fabos, Gordon T. Milde, and V. Michael Weinmayr. The University of Massachusetts 

Press, Amherst, 1968. 
 
The Man Who Made Central Park. M.M. Graff. Greensward Foundation, Inc., New York, 

1982. 
 

The Nature of Recreation: A Handbook in Honor of Frederick Law Olmsted Using 

Examples from His Work. Richard Saul Wurman. MIT Press, Cambridge, 1972. 
 
Olmsted South: Old South Critic/New South Planner. Editors Dana F. White and Victor 

Kramer. Greenwood Press, Westport, Connecticut, 1979. 
 



Looking Southward. An essay by John Stauffer. 2005 

 
Forthcoming: Boston’s Franklin Park: Olmsted, Recreation and the Modern City. Ethan 

Carr. Afterword by Gary Hilderbrand. Library of American Landscape History.  Expected 

2023.  
 

 

 
 

https://www.olmsted.org/storage/documents/Looking_Southward.pdf

	Park Maker: A Life of Frederick Law Olmsted. Elizabeth Stevenson. McMillan, NY, 1977.  Olmsted’s America: An “Unpractical” Man and his Vision of Civilization. Lee Hall. Little, Brown & Co., Boston, 1995.  Frederick Law Olmsted and the American Environ...
	The Nature of Recreation: A Handbook in Honor of Frederick Law Olmsted Using Examples from His Work. Richard Saul Wurman. MIT Press, Cambridge, 1972.  Olmsted South: Old South Critic/New South Planner. Editors Dana F. White and Victor Kramer. Greenwoo...
	Looking Southward. An essay by John Stauffer. 2005
	Forthcoming: Boston’s Franklin Park: Olmsted, Recreation and the Modern City. Ethan Carr. Afterword by Gary Hilderbrand. Library of American Landscape History.  Expected 2023.

